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Forces are rapidly reshaping America's morals, social policies, and culture—but how do we stop
it? Learn how to make your voice heard and reclaim America’s faith and values by reshaping our
country’s current trajectory.Cultural elites in the media, academia, and politics are daily
deceiving millions of Americans into passively supporting policies that are harmful to the nation
and their own best interest. Although some Americans can see through the smokescreen, they
feel powerless to stop the forces inside and outside government that radically threaten their
values and principles.Drawing on her training in political science and law, Dr. Swain thoughtfully
examines the religious significance of the founding of our nation and the deceptions that have
crept into our daily lives and now threaten traditional families, unborn children, and members of
various racial and ethnic groups—as well as national sovereignty itself. Dr. Swain provides
encouraging action items for the people of our country to make the political system more
responsive.The book is divided into two sections: forsaking what we once knew and re-
embracing truth and justice in policy choices. Be the People covers key topics including:The
damage caused political correctness and its censoring of traditional Christian expression of
thoughtAmerica's shift to moral relativism and its religious rootsErosion of rule of law, national
security, and immigrationAbortion's fragile facade and the true toll it takesRacial and ethnic
challengesHow we can reclaim the futureIn Be the People, Carol takes a candid look at the
problems our country faces but that we’re often uncomfortable speaking honestly about,
providing hope and actionable solutions to change the direction of America while we still
can.“Be the People is a courageous analysis of today’s most pressing issues, exposing the
deceptions by the cultural elite and urging ‘We the People’ to restore America’s faith and values.”
—Sean Hannity

About the AuthorCarol M. Swain, PhD, is widely recognized as an authority on political science,
law, race, and immigration. She has provided expert commentary about some of today's most
complex issues, appearing on top national radio and television programs. Currently professor of
both political science and law at Vanderbilt University, she is also a member of the James
Madison Society at Princeton University, where she was a tenured professor.--This text refers to
an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/EaXe/OPMw/zNWRv/Be-the-People-A-Call-to-Reclaim-Americas-Faith-and-Promise


PRAISE FOR Be the People“Be the People is a courageous analysis of today’s most pressing
issues, exposing the deceptions by the cultural elite and urging ‘We the People’ to restore
America’s faith and values.”—SEAN HANNITYNEW YORK TIMES BEST-SELLING AUTHOR;
SYNDICATED RADIO HOST,THE SEAN HANNITY SHOW; FOX NEWS CHANNEL HOST,
HANNITY“Dr. Swain’s Be the People is an excellent piece of work—a thorough and honest
examination of how politics and America’s history intertwine in the real world. Dr. Swain explores
many public policy topics. I strongly recommend her chapter on immigration policy and politics;
she provides a thoughtful examination of a complex topic that often generates strong feelings.”—
REPRESENTATIVE LAMAR SMITH (R-TX -21)CHAIR, COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, U.S.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES“In Be the People Professor Carol Swain thoughtfully
examines the biblical roots and religious significance of today’s most pressing issues. Professor
Swain shows how to make your voice heard and how to reclaim America’s faith and values.”—
LOU DOBBSHOST, FOX BUSINESS NETWORK’S LOU DOBBS TONIGHT; NATIONALLY
SYNDICATEDRADIO HOST, LOU DOBBS SHOW AND LOU DOBBS FINANCIAL
REPORTS“There are many good books but only a few really important ones. Dr. Carol Swain’s
Be the People is one of the latter. Brave, informed, candid, and thoughtful, she brings her fine
academic mind to bear on the most pressing needs facing our country. She calls on ‘We the
People’ to be the people our nation’s founders envisioned, a people united around a common
set of moral convictions who have the courage to live them out. Dr. Swain proves that Christian
faith and deep patriotism are alive and well and offers a recipe of hope for America’s future.”—
TONY PERKINSPRESIDENT, FAMILY RESEARCH COUNCIL“Carol Swain is that rarest of rare
things: a distinguished university professor and prominent public intellectual who is willing to
stand up and speak out for God and country. Far from considering herself to be superior to her
fellow citizens for whom religious faith, old-fashioned virtues, and a spirit of patriotism are
cherished values, she encourages—and, indeed, challenges—the people of the United States
to be more intensely devoted to what Lincoln referred to at Gettysburg as ‘this nation, under
God.’ Be the People is a ringing affirmation of the central principles of the American republic and
the traditions of faith and thought that brought it into being. Professor Swain does not turn a blind
eye to America’s failings, be they the enslavement of her fellow African-Americans earlier in our
history or the abandonment of the unborn to abortion, but she reminds us that the key to reform
is—as it always has been—renewed fidelity to the principles of liberty and justice on which this
great and good nation was founded.”—ROBERT P. GEORGEMCCORMICK PROFESSOR OF
JURISPRUDENCE, PRINCETON UNIVERSITY“In Be the People Dr. Swain offers a vigorous
defense of the founding values so many of us hold dear. She exposes the insidious
misperceptions, even lies that elites in this country have perpetuated to justify the growth of
government and the dilution of our core values. Professor Swain’s inspirational book is important
for Americans who hope and pray for a better nation.”—REPRESENTATIVE MARSHA
BLACKBURN (R-TN -7)VICE-CHAIR, SUBCOMMITTEE ON COMMERCE,
MANUFACTURING, AND TRADE,US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES“Carol Swain is simply a



truth teller. She makes no apologies for her conservative, pro-American stances. Be the People
will illuminate you to the real truth about the social, fiscal, and godless nosedive our country is
experiencing right now. This book will challenge you to stand up and do something about it. God
bless Dr. Swain!”—JOHN RICHCOUNTRY MUSIC SINGER, SONGWRITER, AND
PRODUCER“A courageous, challenging, and controversial call to Americans of all colors to
return to their Creator and to come to their Judeo-Christian senses.”—DR. PETER A.
LILLBACKPRESIDENT, THE PROVIDENCE FORUM; AUTHOR, GEORGE WASHINGTON’S
SACRED FIRE“I applaud Carol’s labor. Everyone should read this work, immediately commit to
the action points at the end of each chapter, and recommend this book to someone else. Be a
nation-changer! Together, we can reclaim both America’s faith and the vision our forefathers
carried as they established this great nation.”—BISHOP HARRY R. JACKSON, JR.SENIOR
PASTOR, HOPE CHRISTIAN CHURCH; PRESIDENT AND FOUNDER,HIGH IMPACT
LEADERSHIP COALITION“In Be the People Carol Swain unflinchingly takes on the cultural
elites that disdain America’s religious and political traditions. I don’t always agree with her, but I
am grateful for her voice in the debate.”—JAMES TARANTOWALL STREET JOURNAL
EDITOR, ,AND AUTHOR, BEST OF THE WEB TODAY“If you desire to be further empowered in
taking a meaningful and right stand concerning issues that will shape our future freedoms and
the release of God’s blessings, if you want a solid resource to aid and enlighten your political
position while supporting your beliefs, read Be the People.“Ignorance is not bliss: clearly we
must stand united for America with a clear and informed voice at such a time as this.”—
JENNIFER O’NEILLACTRESS, AUTHOR, SPEAKER“This dynamic and insightful book is a
must read for every American as Dr. Swain pulls back the veil and powerfully reveals the truth
about those who are actively engaged in the attempt to destroy our nation from within.”—DR.
RICHARD LEEEDITOR, THE AMERICAN PATRIOT’S BIBLE; SPEAKER, THERE’S HOPE
AMERICA“Carol Swain has written one of the best apologetics for the conservative Christian
worldview that I’ve ever come across. Everyone concerned about the direction this country
seems to be going in of late should read this excellent call to action.”—JOHN
ROSEMONDFAMILY PSYCHOLOGIST, AUTHOR,THE D AMERICA’S CHILDREN“In Be the
People Carol Swain does a masterful job of describing the plight of America in 2011. While
making no attempt to sugar-coat the reality of the problems we face as a nation, Dr. Swain
nonetheless offers practical and time-tested ideas for public policy initiatives that will bring back
the blessing of God to America.“But beyond the insightful analysis of where we are as a nation
and the steps to find healing, there is the incredible human story of how, through God, Carol
overcame impossible odds to become the accomplished woman she is today. I am left with a
sense of awe about the power of Christ to transform a life and then use that life to touch
others.”—RANDY HEKMANCANDIDATE FOR US SENATE IN MICHIGAN; AUTHOR, JUSTICE
FOR THE UNBORN“Be the People is a courageous, carefully researched, comprehensive,
insightful, and timely gift to the American people. Dr. Carol Swain . . . writes with the sober
conviction of one who well understands the risks of speaking up but who has also measured



them as carrying far less weight than the risk of silence or compromise. God bless her.”—REV.
JESSE LEE PETERSONFOUNDER AND PRESIDENT, BOND (BROTHERHOOD
ORGANIZATIONOF A NEW DESTINY); NATIONAL RADIO TALK SHOW HOSTBE THE
PEOPLEBE THE PEOPLEA CALL TO RECLAIM AMERICA’S FAITH AND PROMISECarol M.
Swain© 2011 Carol M. SwainAll rights reserved. No portion of this book may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic, mechanical,
photocopy, recording, scanning, or other—except for brief quotations in critical reviews or
articles, without the prior written permission of the publisher.Published in Nashville, Tennessee,
by Thomas Nelson. Thomas Nelson is a registered trademark of Thomas Nelson, Inc.Thomas
Nelson, Inc. titles may be purchased in bulk for educational, business, fund-raising, or sales
promotional use. For information, please e-mail SpecialMarkets@ThomasNelson.com.Unless
otherwise marked, Scripture quotations are taken from the English Standard Version. © 2001 by
Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.Scripture quotations marked KJV are
taken from the King James Version of the Bible.Scripture quotations marked NKJV are taken
from the New King James Version®. © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All
rights reserved.Scripture quotations marked NIV are taken from the Holy Bible, New
International Version®, NIV®. © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of
Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.Scripture quotations marked AMP are taken from the
Amplified® Bible, © 1954, 1958, 1962, 1964, 1965, 1987 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by
permission. ()Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data2011006168Printed in the
United States of America11 12 13 14 QG 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1To fellow Americans who hope and
prayfor a reawakening of our nationWe are often told that we live in secular, even postmodern
times. The old pieties, not only about God or morality but even about truth itself, no longer
command our unqualified allegiance. We are too sophisticated to believe in absolute right or
wrong or to make confident moral judgments. We are too worldly to submit to the genius of
tradition. We are too enamored with our rights to take our bearings from what we once thought to
be our duties. With science and technology pointing the way, the race for health, pleasure, and
prosperity is rapidly becoming the only successful game in town. Such, at least, is the
conventional wisdom about life in the modern world.—LEON R. KASS, The Beginning of
Wisdom1Murder is no better than cards if cards can do the trick. Indeed the safest road to Hell is
the gradual one—the gentle slope, soft underfoot, without sudden turnings, without milestones,
without signposts.—C. S. LEWIS, The Screwtape Letters2CONTENTSAcknowledgmentsA Risk
Well Worth TakingPART ONE BROKEN VOWS: FORSAKING WHAT WE ONCE KNEW1.
Reshaping Our National Identity2. America’s Religious Roots3. Abortion’s Fragile FacadePART
TWO BANISHED VIRTUES: RECLAIMING TRUTH AND JUSTICE IN POLICY CHOICES4.
Family Matters5. Immigration, the Rule of Law, and National Sovereignty6. Moving Beyond Race
and Racism7. Racial Politics: President Obama and Me8. Reclaiming America’s Faith and
PromiseAppendix A: The Ten CommandmentsAppendix B: The Declaration of
IndependenceAppendix C: The Bill of RightsAppendix D: The Constitution of the United States



of America (1787)NotesIndexAbout the AuthorACKNOWLEDGMENTSI WOULD LIKE TO
THANK THOSE WHO PLANTED THE IDEA OF MY WRITING A book about the implications of
America’s abandonment of its Judeo-Christian roots and provided encouragement for what
seemed to be a daunting venture. Foremost among these is Gary Fine, pastor of King of Glory
Church, who told me he believed that I would one day write an important book about
America.Friend and wcolleague Gerry McDermott of Roanoke College read chapter drafts and
encouraged me when my ideas were in their rudimentary stages. Others who stood by me at the
inception of this project include my agent, Tim Beals, and my friend and colleague Mary Poplin
of Claremont Graduate School, who opened her home to me during the fall of 2009. Alan and
Becky McClellan of Roanoke, Virginia, and John and Kate Turbyfill of Bonita Springs, Florida,
provided me with places of respite.Author and friend Shelly Beach prayed for me and helped me
make the transition from academic to popular press writing. Stephen Haymore, Alexander
Sweet, and Saurabh Sharad worked as research assistants. Jason Husser, Robert P. George,
Larry Pierce, William Booth, and Marvin Olasky commented on some chapters. Christie Bishop,
my Vanderbilt University Law School assistant, cheerfully rendered whatever services I
requested. Bishop Sherman Merritt, Pastors Jeff and Becky Dollar, Pastors Carol and L. H.
Hardwick, Betsy and Henry Headden, Tami Heim, Sisse Pfieffer, and Tanya Villani showered me
with encouragement. And other people, including Facebook and Twitter friends, who are too
numerous to mention.Lastly, I am indebted to Vanderbilt University for providing me with a
sabbatical and to the top-notch team at Thomas Nelson Publishers for their commitment to this
project. These include acquisitions editor Debbie Wickwire, copyeditor Jennifer Stair, publicist
Stephanie Newton, and Matt Baugher, vice president and publisher of nonfiction trade books.A
RISK WELL WORTH TAKINGAT THE INCEPTION OF WRITING THIS BOOK, I PLANNED A
FOUR-DAY VISIT with Mary Poplin, PhD, a colleague at Claremont Graduate University.
However, my stay unexpectedly became a four-week retreat of daily writing marathons that
resulted in the rough draft of the manuscript.Mary and I are both successful academicians who
rediscovered our Christian roots in midlife. We met a few years ago at a Christian conference.
After reading my rough draft, Mary looked me in the eye one morning and said, “Carol, America
needs your book. It can help change the course of our nation. It can help cut through the lies,
bring clarity to our thinking, and help end confusion about biblical principles. But I fear there is
great risk for you. If you publish this manuscript, your academic career could be over. Too many
Christian scholars live in fear. They shy away from the tough issues where biblical truth conflicts
with cultural norms.”Mary should know. She has fought her own fair share of battles since 1993,
when she became openly Christian, and more recently after the 2008 publication of her book,
Finding Calcutta: What Mother Teresa Taught Me About Meaning ful Work and Service, about
her experiences working with Mother Teresa.1Yet publishing this book is a risk well worth taking,
because America is a nation well worth restoring.WHY I WROTE THIS BOOKI have always had
a deep love for my country. As one of twelve children living in the rural South in a four-room
shack with no running water, I experienced poverty and racism. Yet even when I was a high



school dropout and teenage mother, I still trusted in the American Dream. I believed I could
make a better life for my family, so I worked hard, got my GED, and not only put myself through
college but earned five graduate degrees and went on to have a successful career in academia.
I have seen life in America from the bottom, from the middle, and from the top. Through my
experiences I have learned something about what works and what doesn’t.I wrote Be the People
for the millions of hardworking, honest Americans who, like me, have deep concerns about the
direction of our nation. Our country is allowing cultural elites to manipulate the public in harmful
ways. With our tax dollars “We the People” support public policies and practices that are harmful
to our society and to the nations we influence. And we are frustrated by elected officials who act
as if the opinions of their constituents no longer matter once elections are over. We often forget
that We the People have a responsibility to stand up and be the people because we are
ultimately responsible for the policies our elected officials enact on our behalf. Although we
sometimes feel powerless, We the People can still make our voices heard through organized
protests and strategic efforts to influence our culture.My hope is that this book will expose the
lies and empower this generation of Americans to become skilled at gathering, filtering, and
evaluating the information that comes to us shaped by the media, the cultural elite, educational
institutions, and other gatekeepers who have set themselves up as change agents. We the
People can replace passivity with an energized American spirit willing to fight for the values and
principles that helped make our nation one of the greatest the world has known.A CALL TO
ACTIONBe the People is intended for three distinct groups. First, the book is presented as a
tribute to the 78 percent of Americans who profess a belief in the Judeo-Christian God and who
find themselves increasingly disillusioned with the ethical and moral shifts in our political and
social institutions. Second, the book offers points to ponder and debate for conservative
scholars, public policy makers, intellectuals of all faiths, and persons interested in public policy,
religion, and politics. Lastly, it offers atheists and secular humanists an opportunity to examine
closely the values and principles that motivate a segment of the population they disparage as
the Christian Right.This book is a call to action for We the People to reclaim our nation’s faith
and promise. The chapters that follow will expose the deceptions that have infiltrated our culture,
reveal the historical and biblical roots of these bedrock issues, and provide action points to take
the next steps. I urge you to read this book carefully, educate yourself on the issues and facts,
and then join the thousands of other Americans who are taking the risk to restore our country’s
faith and values.The futures of our children and grandchildren depend on the choices we make
today.—Carol M. SwainNashville, TennesseeAugust 7, 2010PART ONEBROKEN
VOWSFORSAKING WHAT WE ONCE KNEWCHAPTER 1 RESHAPING OUR NATIONAL
IDENTITYThat to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men . . . That
whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the
People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government . . . in such form, as to them shall
seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.—THOMAS JEFFERSON, THE
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE1It is good to appear clement, trustworthy, humane,



religious, and honest, and also to be so, but always with the mind so deposed that, when the
occasion arises not to be so, you can become the opposite . . . Let a prince then concern himself
with the acquisition of a state; the means employed will always be considered honorable and
praised by all, for the mass of mankind is always swayed by appearances and by the outcome of
an enterprise.—NICCOLÒ MACHIAVELLI, The Prince2THE AUDIENCE WAS CLEARLY
IMPASS IONED. PANELISTS WERE DIVIDED between supporters of reparations for black
slavery and pragmatists, such as myself, who rejected the idea as impractical. At one point in the
discussion, a well-dressed, middle-aged black man in the audience stood up, identified himself
as a successful Harvard graduate, and proceeded to tell the packed audience that nothing much
had changed in America for blacks since slavery. He claimed that the country was as racist as it
had ever been and would always be. I nearly choked.I glanced at the man and then studied the
faces of students nodding in gullible agreement. I thought, How could a man who has obviously
enjoyed the fruits of success give America’s youth such a dismal message? Unfortunately, I hear
negativity like this dispensed often across America by a rainbow coalition of liberals who seem
to disdain the country I hold dear.As a high school dropout and teenage mother in the 1970s, I
could see the promise of a better life glimmering before me. I trusted in the American Dream. I
believed that if I worked hard enough and played by the rules, my efforts would be rewarded one
day. I was one of twelve children born in extreme rural poverty, but even I could arise and make
something of myself.And I did. I earned a GED, went to a community college, and graduated
from a four-year college. I moved on to graduate school, where I earned the academic degrees
that allowed me to become a university professor. But when I worked in an Ivy League school, I
was a fish out of water. I shouldered the disregard of the arrogant, liberal mind-set that showed
little patience for a black conservative woman with a thick Southern accent. Looking back on
those early years, I chuckle and say, “God has a sense of humor.” Nothing else could explain this
journey I’m on.I was born in 1954 and grew up at a time when patriotism and respect for
authority still mattered. Unlike many people I’ve encountered at elite institutions, I’ve always
loved and been proud of my country. I embrace traditional values. I count myself among the
middle-aged nerds who never smoked a joint or quite understood all the protests of the 1960s.
Through it all, I developed and have sustained a sense of patriotism that now mixes with faith in
God.Today I am in the uncomfortable yet opportune position of being an African American
academic who disapproves of the unbiblical direction my country has taken in recent years. I
proudly wear my American flag pin, salute the American flag, and stand while our national
anthem is played. I believe that America is still the greatest nation in the world. I have written this
book because I care about this nation and the promise it still holds. This book sounds a rallying
cry for my fellow Americans to stand up and reclaim the promises of life, liberty, and justice
envisioned by our forefathers, many of whom were deeply committed to Judeo-Christian values
and principles.This book sounds a rallying cry for my fellow Americans to stand up and reclaim
the promises of life, liberty, and justice envisioned by our forefathers.COMPLICITY’S
PRICEPeople find it surprising that I take offense when I hear national leaders end their



speeches with “God bless America!” This unsettles me, because a national leader asking a
blessing from God assumes two things: first, that America acknowledges God, and second, that
America considers itself worthy of blessing. However, we must face foundational problems that
lie in these assumptions. First, our government has repeatedly taken actions to alienate itself
from God. And second, which actions or attitudes in American society in recent memory would
warrant God’s blessing? While surveys show that the overwhelming majority of Americans
profess to believe in the Judeo-Christian God, our individual actions and government policies
often disregard or disdain anything holy or sacred.3 In recent years, we have allowed politicians,
educators, media experts, and cultural leaders to persuade us to embrace behaviors
diametrically opposed to biblical teachings.The cold winds of change sweeping through
Washington, D.C., and our nation are damning evidence that even though we say we believe in
God, we live like atheists. We consider God to be either nonexistent or irrelevant—and certainly
not in the business of distributing rewards and punishments. The solemn vows of faith that once
impelled our leaders to bravery and provided the solid principles upon which our country was
founded have been broken and abandoned to the wind. The virtues produced by faith in God
have been banished from our borders.For the most part, We the People have met the recent
radical shifts in our nation with a collective shrug. Thus we have been complicit in not only the
erosion of our constitutional rights but also the spiritual malaise that grips our nation.Recent
grassroots uprisings reflect growing disillusionment and demonstrate that we finally realize
something is profoundly wrong in our beloved country. The rules of morality have changed, and
we sense that the new moral relativism will ultimately result in harm, not good. A Gallup poll
taken in 2010 found that 76 percent of Americans agree that moral values have deteriorated.4
Similarly, a Rasmussen Reports survey found 65 percent agreeing that the United States is
headed in the wrong direction.5For the most part, We the People have met the recent radical
shifts in our nation with a collective shrug.Americans’ acceptance of cultural relativism has
opened the floodgates for many changes.6 Cultural relativism rejects absolute right or wrong,
teaching that truth is valid only for a particular society at a given point in time. Acceptance of this
worldview creates an environment in which tolerance is elevated as the highest virtue. In order to
gain control and indoctrinate others, “cultural enforcers” in media, education, and government
have seized responsibility to set the standards of behavior for the rest of the American people.7
Often these efforts are tragically well-intentioned, motivated by a desire to create a better world
—a utopian society that replaces old values and norms with a better way of life.Columnist Chris
Hedges argues that a small number of elite educational institutions such as Harvard, Yale,
Princeton, Stanford, Oxford, and Cambridge shape a disproportionate number of editors and
reporters for the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, and Washington Post. These institutions
also produce many Supreme Court justices, members of Congress, corporate executives,
political nominees, and presidential Cabinet members. According to Hedges, who is a product of
the institutions he criticizes, these universities mold students from the same “cookie cutter” and
socialize them to think and act alike:The elite institutions disdain honest intellectual inquiry,



which is by its nature distrustful of authority, fiercely independent, and often subversive. They
organize learning around minutely specialized disciplines, narrow answers, and rigid structures
designed to produce answers. The established corporate hierarchies these institutions service—
economic, political, and social—come with clear parameters, such as the primacy of an
unfettered free market, and also with a highly specialized vocabulary. This vocabulary, a sign of
the “specialist” and, of course, the elitist, thwarts universal understanding. It keeps the
uninitiated from asking unpleasant questions.8As a university professor I, too, have observed a
strong tendency of people educated at elite institutions to smirk at working-class Americans and
those whose dialects and behaviors identify them as outsiders. Cultural enforcers disdain the
use of biblical references as explanations for human problems. They act as if the answer to
every problem lies in the secular humanist’s reasoning. Americans empower this group when we
weakly defer to their so-called expert opinions, even when these opinions lack sound
judgment.At less-elite institutions of higher learning, administrators and faculties often forget
their unique roles as they strive to mimic the universities of the Northeast. Often I hear of
institutions of higher learning seeking to be known as the Harvard of the South or the Harvard of
the West, yet this is a problematic quest. Our universities rarely, if ever, challenge politically
correct rules that demand religious arguments, texts, and references be off-limits in public
debates because of the separation of church and state. Many of us have bowed to the atheistic
arguments of cultural enforcers at elite universities, even though an overwhelming majority of
Americans describe themselves as Christians and even more as believers in Almighty God.Also
highly disturbing is evidence that our nation is following a path strikingly similar to totalitarian
societies. In these societies, government gains control over the media, the economy, and
educational and religious institutions.9 Those in power possess the means to shape and
manipulate information. Today in America, cultural enforcers are seeking control and deceiving
citizens into supporting policies and practices detrimental to our individual and collective
interests. Some Americans have awakened to the cultural forces reshaping society but feel
powerless to resist. Most prominent among the people who are successfully fighting back are
those within the Tea Party movement, largely composed of first-time activists, which swept the
country in 2009 and 2010.Many of us have bowed to the atheistic arguments of cultural
enforcers at elite universities, even though an overwhelming majority of Americans describe
themselves as Christians and even more as believers in Almighty God.One of those fighting
back is Matt Moynihan, a thirtyish Vanderbilt University graduate and married father. Moynihan
cofounded the Sumner County, Tennessee, Tea Party in February 2009 and writes editorials for
a conservative newspaper. The election of Barack Obama catapulted Moynihan into action. “I
was never involved in politics until the fall of 2008,” he said. “I saw we were losing what was
beautiful about the country, what our Founding Fathers envisioned and what has made us the
envy of the world . . . Electing a black man fueled a celebration of overcoming racism . . . [and] in
the process we failed to look at the values of the individual being elected . . . I don’t think the
Founding Fathers expected it to be this way.”10ORWELLIAN PARALLELSGeorge Orwell



examined the process of systematic cultural change in his riveting novel Nineteen Eighty-Four.
Sobering—perhaps even chilling— parallels can be seen between twenty-first-century America
and the country of Oceania depicted in Orwell’s novel. Oceania is a totalitarian society in which
government controls every facet of life, including thought. Citizens of Oceania can never be sure
when or where the government is monitoring them. They are not free to create or think beyond
the boundaries set by “Big Brother,” their ruler. Big Brother exerts control through strategic
deception, manipulation of rhetoric and language, and revision of history.Oceania’s four
government agencies execute its policies. The Ministry of Love administers law and order, the
Ministry of Peace conducts war, the Ministry of Plenty controls the economy and the production
of goods, and the Ministry of Truth writes and rewrites the history of the nation by exerting power
over the news media, schools, entertainment, and arts— all to strengthen Big Brother’s grip on
society.LA NGUAGE, REVISI ONIS T HIS TORY, AND THE ROLE OF DECEPTIONIn Orwell’s
world, language controls thought. The government manipulates and controls the context and
flow of information, producing an illusion of truth. Words are regularly redefined and given new
meanings that contradict what they formerly represented. For instance, the definitions of truth
and justice are reinvented: “War Is Peace, Freedom Is Slavery, and Ignorance Is
Truth.”11Oceania’s governmental enforcers use a thought-control technique called “doublethink”
to befuddle citizens into accepting government-controlled messages. New messages often
contradict previously held directives. Citizens are forbidden from questioning government or
holding it accountable for actions. One propaganda slogan encapsulates the government’s
philosophy of deception: “Who controls the past controls the future: who controls the present
controls the past.”12BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOUThe reality of Oceania is knocking on
America’s doors in the form of increased surveillance and White House authorization to
assassinate American citizens suspected of terrorist links.13 Acting on recommendations of the
Defense Science Board,14 the Obama Pentagon in January 2010 pushed for creation of an
Office of Strategic Deception to gather and disseminate information to confuse America’s
enemies.15 That idea fortunately never left the proposal stage. But if an Office of Strategic
Deception does not cause chills, perhaps other American similarities shared with Oceania
produce alarm. In August 2009, West Virginia senator Jay Rockefeller introduced legislation
(S.773) that would give the president emergency control over the Internet.16 Rockefeller’s bill
has been making its way through Congress.17In February 2010, Americans learned that
Google, the world’s largest Internet company, had entered an information-sharing agreement
with the same National Security Agency that would gain control under the Rockefeller bill. This
unusual agreement between the government and a private company potentially compromises
the privacy of millions of Americans who use Google’s search engine on a daily basis.18The
reality of Oceania is knocking on America’s doors in the form of increased surveillance and
White House authorization to assassinate American citizens suspected of terrorist links.In July
2010, the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) published reports that Consumer Watchdogs,
an advocacy group, was asking Congress to investigate reports that Google was using its



roaming street view to spy on members of Congress.19 It was reported that Rep. Jane Harman
(D-CA), chair of the House Intelligence Committee, and eighteen members of the House Energy
and Commerce Committee had their homes pictured on Google’s StreetView.20 For this to have
happened suggested that their Wi-Fi networks had been scanned.21 Google later
acknowledged that it recorded information that came across on unencrypted Wi-Fi networks.22
Harman’s system was unencrypted.23Furthermore, the Department of Homeland Security now
monitors social networking and news sites, blogs, and search engines. Twitter, Facebook, the
Drudge Report, the Huffington Post, Google, and the Blotter rank among its targets.24 Existing
government-sanctioned Internet surveillance goes beyond searches for terrorists and allows the
government to investigate and apprehend drug dealers, “tax delinquents, copyright infringers
and political protesters.”25In January 2010, the Washington Post reported that President Obama
had signed off on documents that would allow the Central Intelligence Agency and the Joint
Special Operations Command to assassinate US citizens living abroad if the agencies suspect
an al Qaeda connection or a potential threat to other Americans. This action allows
assassinations of Americans, even if they are not involved in combat situations. Assassinating
an American citizen without a trial seemingly violates the due process clause of the Fourteenth
Amendment and the long-held understanding of how the rule of law operates in a democratic
republic. In Oceania, the state vaporized its enemies.RADICAL DREAM FOR THE
REDISTRIBUTION OF POWERIn his book Rules for Radicals, Saul Alinsky, the founder of
modern community organizing, articulates strategies disturbingly similar to those practiced by
Orwell’s leaders in Nineteen Eighty-Four. Based in Chicago, Alinsky influenced legions of
conservative and liberal activists.26 Hillary Clinton wrote her senior thesis at Wellesley College
about him, and Barack Obama worked as a Chicago community organizer for a group headed
by Alinsky’s former students. Alinsky’s guide to revolution begins with a tribute to Lucifer—yes,
the devil—as “the first radical known to man who rebelled against the establishment and did it so
effectively that he at least won his own kingdom.”27Alinsky advocated deception, infiltration, and
manipulation to destroy systems that he believed work against the interests of the people. The
ultimate goal of the community organizer, in Alinsky’s scheme, is to create a utopian society that
redistributes power from the “haves” to the “have-nots”: “We are concerned with how to create
mass organizations to seize power and give it to the people; to realize the democratic dream of
equality, justice, peace, cooperation, equal and full opportunities for education, health, and the
creation of circumstances in which man can have the chance to live by values that give meaning
to life. We are talking about a mass power organization which will change the world . . . This
means revolution.”28To be effective as an organizer, according to Alinsky, a leader needs to
“play God.” He wrote, “The ego of the organizer is stronger and more monumental than the ego
of the leader. The leader is driven by the desire for power, while the organizer is driven by the
desire to create. The organizer is in a true sense reaching for the highest level for which men can
reach—to create, to be a ‘great creator,’ to play God.”29For Alinsky, the ends justify the means.
He advises organizers to spread emotionally charged terms such as liberty, equality, fraternity,



common welfare, and pursuit of happiness. To succeed, organizers must “get people pregnant
with hope and a desire for change and to identify you as the person most qualified for this
purpose.”30 Alinsky’s book is popular with the Left. The National Educational Association lists it
among its recommended reading for would-be leaders.31DROWNING OUT THE
OPPOSITIONCries for “progress” have drowned out many voices of truth and morality in
American society. Increasingly, our leaders are willing to manipulate the facts and use fear to
foster uniformity and attack the concept of objective truth. Dissenters who oppose cultural elites
can expect attacks like those launched against former vice-presidential candidate Sarah
Palin.We have allowed people in the media, politics, and education to define what is acceptable.
We are dazzled by rhetoric, credentials, and titles at elite institutions, where people consider
themselves the best and brightest, even if they lack sound judgment. They proclaim that all
opinions, cultures, lifestyles, and forms of artistic expression are equal, and only bigots dare say
otherwise. Those who question the agendas of cultural elites or defend traditional values, the
rule of law, or belief in God are labeled Neanderthal! Nativist! Birther! Fundamentalist!
Homophobe! Racist! Xenophobe!In response, many of us have allowed pressure to silence our
voices. We’ve questioned our own values, hung our heads in shame, and suspended our
common sense. Like the citizens of Oceania, we watch passively as government takes control
and eradicates liberties from us and our children.FOUNDATIONAL QUESTIONSAmerica’s
foundation is shifting. It is time to think clearly. Who have we been historically, and what kind of
nation are we becoming?The Declaration of Independence declares our national sovereignty by
appealing to the rights guaranteed by “the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God.”32 Many of
America’s founders recognized that the nation was ultimately beholden to God and God alone.
Christianity’s virtues and principles anchored our nation with a system of ethics, values, and
shared vision that helped make us the greatest nation in the world. We are the nation that formed
a republic where power lies in the hands of the people whose duties include the election of
representatives who are held accountable through the electoral process. The electoral process
is our protection against governmental tyranny. Our government runs on a system of checks and
balances among the executive, legislative, and judicial branches and shares power among
levels of authority. But is America still a sovereign nation under the rule of law?America’s
foundation is shifting. It is time to think clearly. Who have we been historically, and what kind of
nation are we becoming?For most of its history, America has presented itself to the world as a
Judeo-Christian nation. But times are changing; we have broken the vows made by our
Founding Fathers and banished our foundational beliefs. Revisionist thinking has swept the
nation under the presidency of Barack Obama, who stated, “Whatever we once were, we are no
longer a Christian nation—at least, not just. We are also a Jewish nation, a Muslim nation, a
Buddhist nation, and a Hindu nation, and a nation of nonbelievers.”33 In a statement that earned
Polifact’s “Pants on Fire” rating for telling a blatant lie while he was in Cairo, Egypt,34 President
Obama repeated a statement he has made in various parts of the world: “If you actually took the
number of Muslims Americans [sic], we’d be one of the largest Muslim countries in the world.”35



However, this statement is false. According to the CIA’s World Factbook, America ranks near the
bottom of the list of nations in Muslim population, with “less than 1 percent—0.6 percent to be
precise—of the 307 million residents identified as Muslim. That means the United States has
only 1.8 million Muslims.”36Although the United States adheres to a separation of church and
state, few people would deny the seminal role of Christianity in shaping the nation’s political and
social institutions. In 2009, a Gallup poll reported that 78 percent of Americans identify
themselves as Christians37 and a significant percentage respect the Judeo-Christian Bible.
While only one-third of Americans believe that the Bible is literally true, a solid majority of college
graduates (53 percent) and the postgraduate-educated (57 percent) accept the Bible as the
“inspired word of God,”38 and only 19 percent consider it to be a book of fables. Nevertheless,
trends in the American political climate demonstrate that we are discarding biblical morals,
ideals, and our Judeo-Christian heritage and are exporting our immorality to other
nations.39Over time we have made bad choices that have broken our ancestors’ vows of faith to
the God of the Bible. We have banished virtues we no longer find relevant. We have educated a
generation that does not understand its nation’s unique destiny. Today many of our citizens
regard our country as unexceptional, and some Americans despise the remarkable heritage that
was once highly valued. Because we no longer appreciate our distinctiveness as a nation, we
risk accepting the restructuring of our national boundaries and sovereignty.President Barack
Obama has told the world, “I believe in American exceptionalism, just as I suspect that the Brits
believe in British exceptionalism, and the Greeks believe in Greek exceptionalism.”40
Furthermore, he has told the UN General Assembly, “It is my deeply held belief that in the year
2009—more than any point in human history—the interests of nations and peoples are shared.
In an era when our destiny is shared, power is no longer a zero sum game. No one nation can or
should try to dominate another nation. No world order that elevates one nation or group of
people over another will succeed. No balance of power among nations will hold.”41Over time we
have made bad choices that have broken our ancestors’ vows of faith to the God of the Bible. We
have banished virtues we no longer find relevant. We have educated a generation that does not
understand its nation’s unique destiny.Without a doubt, America as a nation stands at a
crossroads.THE CHALLENGEWithout a distinct national identity, we are a nation adrift. Yet as
we have become entangled in dubious international agreements, our nation’s leaders have
convinced us that we are just like the other nations of the world—even though these nations
share neither our heritage nor our value system. Our historical position as a world leader has
weakened. Today as we struggle with once-unimaginable problems that affect every sector of
society; the familiar phrase God bless America no longer rings with power. The question
Americans must now face is whether we can again infuse these words with purpose and
meaning.To do so, we must take a long, hard look at our choices as a nation and do whatever is
necessary to redirect and reclaim our unique American vision.ACTION POINTS1. Arm yourself
with information about how closely the actions and events we see happening in this nation
coincide with life depicted in George Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four: A Novel (1949).42 Set up a



reading group to read and discuss Nineteen Eighty-Four and Saul Alinsky’s Rules for Radicals:
A Pragmatic Primer for Realistic Radicals (New York: Random House, 1971). The latter book has
played a powerful role in the shaping of the liberal left agenda and some of that movement’s
brightest lights.2. If you are comfortable doing so, write out a prayer to the omniscient,
omnipotent, and omnipresent Creator God, thanking him for having the situation under control.
Isaiah 40:15 reads, “Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, and are accounted as the
dust on the scales; behold, [God] takes up the coastlands like fine dust.” Consider what the
issues facing America are like from God’s perspective.3. Read and discuss the Be the People
questions for chapter 1, posted at .CHAPTER 2 AMERICA’S RELIGIOUS ROOTSGod and
Christianity are nowhere to be found in the Constitution, a reality that infuriated many at the time.
The U.S. Constitution drafted in 1787 and ratified in 1788, is a godless document. Its utter
neglect of religion was no oversight; it was apparent to all.—ISAAC KRAMNICK AND R.
LAURENCE MOORE, THE GODLESS CONSTITUTION1America has not been lucky; she has
been blessed. She is the product of the determination of our forefathers to forge a nation built on
biblical principles. As they labored to create a Christian nation, God looked with affection and
favor upon their efforts and gave them supernatural guidance that enabled them to author
foundational documents unlike any the world had ever seen before. The wisdom of our
Declaration of Independence and Constitution can only be described as inspired. Truly the hand
of God was driving the thoughts and decisions of those men.—RICK SCARBOROUGH, Enough
Is Enough2SOON AFTER I JOINED THE FACEBOOK COMMUNITY, I ADOPTED THE MOTTO
“Let’s debate and not hate.” As a public intellectual, political scientist, and law professor—and a
conservative Christian—I am well aware of the debates that rage over the faith of our Founding
Fathers and other issues related to the role of religion in America. Out of my desire for respectful
and honest investigation and interaction, I set ground rules for the way I hoped people on my
page would engage one another.On one hand, Christian conservatives frequently insist that
America was founded to be a Christian nation. Conversely, liberal intellectuals point out that the
words Christian and Jesus Christ do not appear in either the US Constitution or the Declaration
of Independence. Thus, liberals argue, America’s Founding Fathers deliberately established a
nation that would be secular and godless in its governmental operation. Conservatives respond
by cheerfully pointing out that the men who signed the Constitution chose to reference Christ
when they signed the historical document “in the year of our Lord.”3However, liberals and
conservatives are often reluctant to admit that the historical record provides support for both
perspectives.ROOTS OF COVENANT CULTURE AND COMMITMENTThe American republic
was the invention of religious-minded men and women who fled from Europe to birth a nation
where people could worship as they pleased. They wanted a land where citizenship would not
be predicated on blood lines. The Puritans who landed at Plymouth Rock in 1620 deliberately
and purposefully entered into a covenant with God and with each other. The Mayflower Compact
bound them to a civil government that would honor the Christian God.4 Stronger than a contract,
a covenant is a solemn pact freely entered into between trusting parties that stipulates the



obligations of each side and spells out the consequences for broken vows.In the Bible, God
made a binding covenant with the nation of Israel. Daniel Elazar, a political scientist and
specialist on Jewish Studies at Temple University, describes the far-reaching effects of this
covenant: “God’s covenant with Israel established the Jewish people and founded it as a body
politic while at the same time creating the religious framework which gave that polity its raison
d’être, its norms, and its constitution, as well as the guidelines for developing a political order
based upon proper, that is to say, covenantal, relationships.”5Stronger than a contract, a
covenant is a solemn pact freely entered into between trusting parties that stipulates the
obligations of each side and spells out the consequences for broken vows.God made his
expectations very clear to the Israelites. Through the prophet Moses, the Israelites received the
Ten Commandments (Appendix A) and an elaborate set of written hygienic, ceremonial, and
moral laws and instructions describing how to live prosperous lives in their interactions with God,
each other, and the foreigners who dwelled among them. Israel was to distinguish itself from
pagan nations and to seize the land those nations had violated with child sacrifice and other
abominations. As the Pentateuch (Torah) and Prophets (Nevi’im) reveal, the Israelites repeatedly
broke their covenant with God by engaging in disobedience. As a consequence, and as
promised by the prophets, God withdrew his blessings and protection from the Israelites, leading
to their defeat in battle and exile into heathen nations.UNDERSTANDING COVENANTThrough
the establishment of ceremonies, constitutions, and pacts, some of the earliest settlers to the
New World forged a covenant. Their intention was to define a special destiny for what evolved
into the United States of America. In this new land, diverse individuals could become one people
under one God. In 1776, at the birth of the nation, the motto E pluribus unum, Latin for “Out of
many, one,” was selected and, six years later, adopted as part of the seal of the United States.
Our Founding Fathers risked their lives drafting and signing the Declaration of Independence
and took steps that would lead to the formation of our Constitution. We have every reason to
believe they saw themselves as nation-builders, making decisions that would bind their
progeny.Unlike contracts, covenants are not easily broken. Elazar argues that most covenants
are “meant to be of unlimited duration, if not perpetual . . . they are political in that their bonds are
used principally to establish bodies political and social.”6Many Christians believe the Bible to be
the inspired Word of God. Logically, we believe that scriptures such as Malachi 3:6, which says
that God does not change, indicate that God relates to nations and people today as he did in the
past. In Hebrews 13:8, the apostle Paul said that Jesus Christ is “the same yesterday and today
and forever.” From beginning to end, Scripture indicates that God relates to humanity today as
he has done in the past and that he takes vows seriously. Deuteronomy 23:21–23 says, “If you
make a vow to the Lord your God, you shall not delay fulfilling it, for the Lord your God will surely
require it of you, and you will be guilty of sin. But if you refrain from vowing, you will not be guilty
of sin. You shall be careful to do what has passed your lips, for you have voluntarily vowed to the
Lord your God what you have promised with your mouth.” Likewise, we read in James 5:12, “But
above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but let



your ‘yes’ be yes and your ‘no’ be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation.”The idea of
perpetual covenants raises the question whether the vows and pacts made by nation-builders in
the past hold lasting spiritual significance for today. The principle of free will and the individual’s
ability to choose suggests that nations and peoples can chart their own courses, even if it means
freedom to break vows and banish virtues once dear to their ancestors.The idea of perpetual
covenants raises the question whether the vows and pacts made by nation-builders in the past
hold lasting spiritual significance for today.God’s covenant with Israel inspired some of our
forefathers to seek a similar covenant for the new nation they were founding. The Mayflower
Compact reveals the intent of the earliest settlers to bind themselves in covenant with each other
and with the God of the Israelites. Signed in 1620 by forty-one of the Pilgrims who landed at
Plymouth Rock in what is now Massachusetts, the Mayflower Compact established a civil
government and affirmed our forebears’ desire to practice their Christian faith:Having
undertaken, for the Glory of God, and advancements of the Christian faith, and the honor of our
King and Country, a voyage to plant the first colony in the Northern parts of Virginia; do by these
presents, solemnly and mutually, in the presence of God, and one another; covenant and
combine ourselves together into a civil body politic; for our better ordering, and preservation and
furtherance of the ends aforesaid; and by virtue hereof to enact, constitute, and frame, such just
and equal laws, ordinances, acts, constitutions, and offices, from time to time, as shall be
thought most meet and convenient for the general good of the colony; unto which we promise all
due submission and obedience.7Documents demonstrate that many of our forefathers regarded
America as a new Israel. The people of this nation would share the rewards for obedience or
punishments for sins promised to the ancient Israelites. Comments by John Winthrop, leader of
the English Puritans, about the punishments awaiting them for breaking the divine covenant
reflect the view that was widely held at the time. In 1630, Winthrop declared, “The Lord will be
our God, and delight to dwell among us . . . for we must consider that we shall be as a city upon a
hill. The eyes of all people are upon us. So that if we shall deal falsely with our God in this work
we have undertaken . . . we shall be made a story and a by-word throughout the world.”8The
Mayflower Compact reveals the intent of the earliest settlers to bind themselves in covenant with
each other and with the God of the Israelites.In 1736, theologian Jonathan Edwards, one of
America’s greatest intellectuals, continued the tradition of invoking the national covenant.
Edwards often blamed the sins of the people for the harsh conditions of the land. Theologian
and historian Gerald R. McDermott, a preeminent scholar on Jonathan Edwards, notes that
Edwards’s characterization of the national covenant was “standard fare in New England’s
Reformed orthodoxy. In a tradition stretching back to pre-Reformation days, God was conceived
as entering into covenant with a people or a nation and blessing or punishing that people in
proportion to their fidelity to the terms of the covenant.”9 This widely shared belief in a national
covenant seemed to flow from the people’s understanding of the practical operation of God’s
sovereignty and his providence. McDermott writes, “One cannot engage in even a cursory
examination of the Bible without noting that it repeatedly offers promises of blessings and



punishment and it shows God dealing with whole societies and using particular
nations.”10Originally given to the ancient Israelites, these promises were claimed by the
Pilgrims, Puritans, and other Christian groups for their new land: “And if you faithfully obey the
voice of the Lord your God, being careful to do all his commandments that I command you today,
the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth” (Deuteronomy
28:1).Biblical history shows that the ancient Israelites quickly broke their covenant with God and
began worshipping the false gods of pagan nations. Some parents even engaged in human
sacrifice—killing their own sons and daughters as offerings to Molech, the Ammonite god.
Jeremiah, known as the crying prophet, repeatedly spoke God’s warning to the Israelites of the
consequences of their disobedience: “Hear the words of this covenant and do them. For I
solemnly warned your fathers when I brought them up out of the land of Egypt, warning them
persistently, even to this day, saying, Obey my voice. Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but
everyone walked in the stubbornness of his evil heart. Therefore I brought upon them all the
words of this covenant, which I commanded them to do, but they did not” ( Jeremiah 11:6–
8).Finally, Jeremiah announced God’s judgment for the apostates: “They have turned back to the
iniquities of their forefathers, who refused to hear my words. They have gone after other gods to
serve them. The house of Israel and the house of Judah have broken my covenant that I made
with their fathers. Therefore, thus says the Lord, Behold, I am bringing disaster upon them that
they cannot escape. Though they cry to me, I will not listen to them” (vv. 10–11; emphasis
added).Not only did God reject Israel’s prayers, but he told Jeremiah to abandon the people: “Do
not pray for this people, or lift up a cry or prayer on their behalf, for I will not listen when they call
to me in the time of their trouble. What right has my beloved in my house, when she has done
many vile deeds?” (vv. 14–15).In the New World, the covenant-minded settlers entered into their
vows and pledges with their eyes wide open. The Pilgrims, Puritans, and other Christians of the
day had copies of the complete Bible in their possession and were well aware of God’s
judgments on ancient Israel. With a keen understanding of both the positive and negative
aspects of covenantal relationships, they sought to establish a covenant with the God who
allowed his beloved Israel, his chosen nation, to suffer the consequences of willful disobedience.
Israel’s people had been defeated, humiliated, and exiled—absorbed by the pagan nations God
had warned them against emulating.University of California at Berkeley sociologist Robert
Bellah has argued that no one can understand American society without examining the nation’s
religious history and moral underpinnings. Our Founding Fathers were covenant-makers—
demonstrated by their identification with ancient Israel and the best ideals of the Roman
Republic. They hoped to “construct a republic on principles so sound that it might avoid . . . [the
fate of Israel and Rome].” The founders were certain that “piety and public virtue” would help
their new nation avoid decline and fall as prior societies had not.11 However, in contrast to the
vision of many of the Founding Fathers, unprecedented numbers of today’s Americans have
traded piety and virtue for unfettered irreverence as they have emulated the immorality practiced
by the fallen Greco-Roman nations and the Ammonites.CHRISTIAN, DEIST, AND ATHEIST



FOUNDING FATHERSIn 1775, Patrick Henry, a Virginia statesman, addressed the House of
Burgesses about the need to declare independence from England. Henry acknowledged the
existence of a just God who controlled the destiny of nations and who had the ability to raise
supporters for the rebellion. Henry’s words are still among the most recognizable to Americans
today: “Gentlemen may cry, Peace, Peace—but there is no peace . . . Why stand we here idle?
What is it that gentlemen wish? What would they have? Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to
be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what
course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty or give me death!”12Although many
members of America’s founding generation were devout Christians, some understood God in
more deistic terms. Deism comes from the Latin word for God, deus, and connotes belief in the
existence of God on purely rational grounds rather than through supernatural revelation. Deists
compare God to a divine watchmaker who designed the universe but later disassociated himself
from it. Some eighteenth-century deists, however, did believe that God intervened in world
affairs and that events such as the American Revolution could be providential.Perhaps nowhere
are the religious views of our nation’s framers more clearly stated than in the Declaration of
Independence (Appendix B). The July 4, 1776, document officially declared the birth of the
nation and the decision of its leaders to honor the rule of law:When, in the course of human
events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bonds which have
connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and
equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to
the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the
separation.We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness. That to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.13The Declaration of Independence
refers to nature and nature’s God—acknowledgments of what some people today call “natural
law.” At the core of natural law is the belief that a law written on the heart provides an internal
standard of right and wrong for every human being. Thirteenth-century philosopher and
theologian Thomas Aquinas taught that natural law is the part of God’s law that individuals can
know on their own simply by applying reason. Philosopher C. S. Lewis famously challenged his
readers to “think of a country where people were admired for running away in battle, or where a
man felt proud for double-crossing all the people who had been kindest to him. You might as well
try to imagine a country where two and two made five.”14University of Texas at Austin
philosopher J. Budziszewski argues that because of natural law, some moral truths are
impossible to evade.15 Our moral intellect is woven into our minds (Romans 2:14–15). Evidence
for the existence of natural law includes the human conscience, the complementary design of
male and female bodies for procreation, and the consequences—both for good and bad—
flowing from our actions. In other words, a law of the harvest exists in which one reaps what one
sows.16Natural law was a belief system that deists and Christians could hold in common. Duke



University professor George Marsden notes that our nation’s founders “strictly maintained the
religious formalities of the day, including laws requiring church attendance . . . but the England
from which the settlers came was itself a mix of the religious and the secular. This after all, was
the age of William Shakespeare, whose plays reflected the sophisticated, Renaissance, this-
worldly humanism of the day.”17Thomas Paine, a deist, is a hero to modern-day atheists
because he freely denigrated Christians and Christianity. In The Age of Reason, he wrote:Of all
the systems of religion that ever were invented, there is no more derogatory to the Almighty,
more unedifying to man, more repugnant to reason, and more contradictory to itself than this
thing called Christianity. Too absurd for belief, too impossible to convince, and too inconsistent
for practice, it renders the heart torpid or produces only atheists or fanatics. As an engine of
power, it serves the purpose of despotism, and as a means of wealth, the avarice of priests, but
so far as respects the good of man in general it leads to nothing here or hereafter.18Although
Thomas Paine criticized Scripture, he “quoted it relentlessly, showing the enduring power of the
Bible, even for deists. In Common Sense he cites Gideon, Samuel, and David to show how the
Bible argues against kingship. And he calls King George III a pharaoh.”19John Adams, Benjamin
Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson (the latter two deists) pushed for an American seal that would
include a depiction of Moses. A draft of Franklin’s proposal, with the words in brackets crossed
out, reads: “Moses [in the Dress of High Priest] standing on the Shore, and extending his Hand
over the Sea, thereby causing the same to overwhelm Pharaoh who is sitting in open chariot, a
Crown on his Head and Sword in his Hand. Rays from a Pillar of Fire in the Clouds reaching to
Moses, to express that he acts by [the] command of Deity.”20Jefferson proposed a version
picturing the “children of Israel in the wilderness, led by a cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by
night.” For the back of the seal, Jefferson proposed an image of Saxon rulers Hengist and
Horsa.21 One cannot read the works of historians Nathan Hatch and Mark Noll without
conceding that Christianity, generally, and Protestantism, specifically, shaped American culture
profoundly. Hatch, president of Wake Forest University, argues that Christianity and its church
denominations facilitated the embrace of democratic ideals. The Christian idea of equality
provided opportunities for ordinary men to attain leadership positions rather than defer to
cultured elites.22In his detailed history of Christianity in the United States and Canada, Notre
Dame University’s Mark Noll argues that the Puritans, the Great Awakenings, the American
Revolution, and the Civil War helped integrate American Christianity into the wider culture.23
Many of our state, local, and national laws and statutes, including Blue Laws mandating store
closings and banning alcohol sales on Sunday, were rooted in biblical principles.Christianity
generally, and Protestantism specifically, shaped American culture profoundly.Moreover,
Christian purposes were planted deeply in the founding of the nation’s first colleges and
universities. “Of our 119 first colleges and universities, 104 were founded to teach biblical values.
The original seal of Harvard read, ‘Truth for the Church and for Christ,’ and part of its original
reason for being founded was to ‘let every student be plainly instructed . . . to know God and
Jesus Christ, which is eternal life.’ Even public universities commonly had Christian roots. A



prominent building at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, a public university, features the motto, ‘Ye
shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free,’ John 8:32.”24THE CONSTITUTION AND
THE FIRST AMENDMENTThe Constitution of the United States of America is a secular
document that makes no reference to God or to Christians (other than Article VII’s reference to
“in the year of our Lord”). The framers made a decision to keep religion and politics in separate
spheres. Isaac Kramnick and R. Laurence Moore note that the omission of God was not an
oversight, but rather the outcome of a long debate between Christians who wanted God
referenced and those who opted to keep politics and religion separate.25 Nevertheless, the
authors concede that the “political convictions of the men who struggled to ratify a godless
Constitution were not products of personal godlessness. Far from it. Almost everyone who
participated in the debates about the Constitution shared a concern about the health of
religion.”26 Roger Williams, a devout Puritan, played a key role in persuading others to adopt a
document that would maintain a healthy separation between spiritual and worldly matters.27
The bloody conflicts that surrounded the Protestant Reformation, Martin Luther’s effort to reform
the Catholic Church, and the birth of the Anglican Church (Church of England) were fresh on the
minds of many of the founders.The Constitution includes the First Amendment, which states,
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”28The so-
called establishment clause of the First Amendment (“Congress shall make no law respecting
an establishment of religion”) was aimed at ending the conflict among Christian denominations,
especially the outright persecution of minority sects such as Baptists. The amendment ensured
that America would never have an established church, like the Church of England. Although the
founders made certain there would never be a national church, scholars like Hatch and Noll
argue that the founders understood from the very beginning that the new country was to be a
Christian nation. Christianity, in its various denominational forms, became the unofficial religion
of the nation.The founders understood from the very beginning that the new country was to be a
Christian nation. Christianity, in its various denominational forms, became the unofficial religion
of the nation.In 1883, Supreme Court Justice Joseph Story III offered his understanding of the
First Amendment’s prohibition against the establishment of a national religion. In Section 1871 of
his Commentaries on the U.S. Constitution, Story said:The real object of the amendment was,
not to countenance, much less to advance Mahometanism, or Judaism, or infidelity, by
prostrating Christianity; but to exclude all rivalry among Christian sects, and to prevent any
national ecclesiastical establishment, which should give to a hierarchy the exclusive patronage
of the national government. It thus cut off the means of religious persecution (the vice and pest
of former ages) and of the subversion of the rights of conscience in matters of religion, which
had been trampled upon almost from the days of the Apostles to the present age.29Certainly
Justice Story’s understanding of the purpose of the First Amendment was a much closer
rendering than (and superior to) that of groups such as the Secular Coalition of America or the



Americans United for the Separation of Church and State, which maintain that the Constitution
requires a strict separation of religion and politics necessary to ensure religious freedom for all
faiths.Justice Story’s interpretation of the First Amendment should have been enough to end the
debate, but the issue of America’s identity as a covenant nation remained unsettled. Since the
nineteenth century, America has drifted from her identity as a Christian nation and developed a
“civil religion” that, while retaining certain Christian elements, is not explicitly or exclusively
Christian. Borrowing the idea from the French philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau, American
civil religion includes the following beliefs we associate with Christianity: “the existence of God,
the life to come, the reward of virtue and the punishment of vice, and the exclusion of religious
intolerance.”30 According to Berkeley sociologist Robert N. Bellah, “Words and acts of the
founding fathers, especially the first few presidents, shaped the form and tone of the civil religion
as it has been maintained ever since.”31Although most of our Founding Fathers believed major
Christian denominations and religions contained important elements of moral and religious truth
that were universally valid and worthy of propagation, their positive views of religion were
tempered by an acute awareness that potentially harmful elements of religion needed to be
pruned. Among these were intolerance of other religions and the coercive imposition of one’s
religion on outsiders. Consequently, America’s forefathers drafted a constitution that ensured the
nation would never create an established church at the national level. The religion clauses of the
First Amendment guaranteed that America would never name an official national religious
orthodoxy or national church (the establishment clause) but also guaranteed that all Americans
would have the right to believe and worship as they chose without hindrance from the national
government (the free exercise clause).Constitutional scholar Philip Hamburger, a professor at
the Columbia University School of Law, has written a definitive study on how the principle of
separation of church and state became enshrined in American constitutional law.32 Hamburger
provides support for the view that the Constitution is a document carefully crafted to prevent a
national church. He explores how the Constitution’s framers sought to protect the separation of
church and state with the First Amendment, then shows how the rise of American anti-
Catholicism during the nineteenth century led to demands for separation of the church and
judicial decisions against religion in the public square, particularly against the Christian
religion.Hamburger believes, however, it would have been inconceivable to the framers that the
First Amendment would one day be invoked to support bans against prayer in schools and
public displays of the Ten Commandments. But the First Amendment was used as a basis for the
removal of the following simple prayer from public schools: “Almighty God, we acknowledge our
dependence upon Thee, and beg Thy blessings upon us, our parents, teachers and our country.
Amen.”33The 1962 Engel v. Vitale US Supreme Court decision broke a two-hundred-year
tradition of public school systems across America beginning their days with prayer and asking
for God’s blessings, provision, and protection on their students, themselves, and our nation.
Throughout our nation’s history, the Bible and the Pledge of Allegiance provided cornerstones
for generations of children who learned principles and values such as morality, virtue, piety, and



patriotism—the founding roots of American government. The expulsion of God from public
schools was a blow to civil religion and a clear repudiation of what Jesus proclaimed to be the
greatest commandment.It would have been inconceivable to the framers that the First
Amendment would one day be invoked to support bans against prayer in schools and public
displays of the Ten Commandments.In Matthew 22:36–40, we read of a young lawyer who
approached Jesus and asked, “‘Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?’ And
[ Jesus] said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall
love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the
Prophets.’”The removal of prayer from public classrooms across the nation censored the name
of God in America’s educational institutions and eroded an important foundation for teaching
virtue and morality to America’s youth. This is the same God whose name was emblazoned on
our public buildings and our nation’s currency and who continued to be publicly invoked for
blessing by our nation’s politicians.MANIFEST DESTINY, IMPERIALISM , SLAVERY, AND
GENOCIDEJeremiah 17:9 states, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick;
who can understand it?” At the core of Christianity is the belief that man lives in a fallen state of
imperfection and cannot fix himself without a savior. Consequently, those who look for perfection
or near perfection in themselves or others are always disappointed. America, like ancient Israel,
has certainly been imperfect, abusing its covenant with God. Politicans have used Christianity
and the covenant relationship to justify the subjugation, and even the extermination, of human
beings.For example, America’s covenant relationship provided justification for the concept of
Manifest Destiny, the nineteenth-century belief that America was divinely ordained to extend its
borders from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean. Just as the Israelites had to rid themselves
of the Canaanites before they could claim their lands, some of our ancestors felt entitled to rid
themselves of the pagan occupants of their land.34 This empire-building imperialism led
America into transactions that resulted in the Louisiana Purchase, the Spanish-American War,
the displacement of Native Americans, and the acquisition of territories including Puerto Rico,
Guam, the Virgin Islands, the Northern Mariana Islands, and American Samoa. Inherent to US
imperialism was the belief that “civilized people” were responsible to civilize and Christianize the
non-Christian world.Nevertheless, Christians were also involved in heroic causes. Among these
leaders was Britain’s William Wilberforce, who was instrumental in helping end slavery in his
nation. In America, Harriet Beecher Stowe’s novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin was the first to present a
black man as a Christlike figure, and it helped turn the tide against slavery.35 The biblical
principle that all of humanity possesses a moral sensitivity paved the way for the abolition of
slavery, establishment of women’s rights, protection of children, and pursuit of justice around the
world.Slavery itself troubled some Americans, who scorned holding other human beings in
bondage. In 1944, Swedish economist and Nobel laureate Gunnar Myrdal, author of An
American Dilemma: The Negro Problem and Modern Democracy, pointed out contradictions
between the principles embodied in the Declaration of Independence, a statement adopted by



the US House of Representatives in 1917 called American’s Creed, and the behavioral patterns
of many white Christian Americans toward nonwhites, especially the black descendants of
slaves.36 Decades later, black religion scholar C. Eric Lincoln argued that the “dilemma is still
with us . . . [It is] the same dilemma that produced the Black Church, which shared the birth of
our nation; and it continues as the dilemma that plagues church and society alike
today.”37Despite slavery and the Jim Crow racism that followed, America’s ethos allowed the
nation to attain higher levels of justice, prosperity, and security for its people than most nations of
the world. “This great ‘irony of history,’ as Christian theologian Reinhold Niebuhr calls it, extends
to Africans in Africa as well. Given conditions in most African countries, the sale and transport of
black slaves to America carries all the hallmarks of divine providence.”38 African Americans and
other racial and ethnic minorities prosper when the nation as a whole prospers.In 1995,
journalist Keith Richburg, the Washington Post’s Africa Bureau chief from 1991 to 1994,
witnessed the horrors of the Somalian and Rwandan civil wars. Richburg recounts the
experience of standing on a bridge, watching the bodies float by like logs:Somewhere,
sometime, maybe 400 years ago, an ancestor of mine whose name I’ll never know was shackled
in leg irons, kept in a dark pit, possibly at Goree Island off the coast of Senegal, and then put
with thousands of other Africans into the crowded, filthy cargo hold of a ship for the long and
treacherous journey across the Atlantic. Many of them died along the way, of disease, of hunger.
But my ancestor survived, maybe because he was strong, maybe stubborn enough to want to
live, or maybe just lucky . . . Then one of his descendants somehow made it up to South
Carolina, and one of those descendants, my father, made it to Detroit . . . and there I was born . . . 
And if that original ancestor hadn’t been forced to make that horrific voyage, I would not have
been standing there that day on the Rusumo Falls bridge, a journalist—a mere spectator—
watching the bodies glide past me like river logs. No, I might have instead been one of them . . .
And so I thank God my ancestor made that voyage.39Strong parallels exist between the
experiences of black descendants of slaves and the four-hundred-year bondage and
redemption of the Israelites in Egypt that begins with the story of Joseph. One of Jacob’s twelve
sons, Joseph was sold by his half brothers into slavery as part of God’s plan to save the nation
during a prolonged famine. Despite hardship, Joseph became a powerful Egyptian leader. When
the opportunity came to reveal himself to his terrified brothers, he said:And now do not be
distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to
preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are yet five years in
which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. And God sent me before you to preserve for you
a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me
here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all
the land of Egypt. (Genesis 45:5–8)“Using their influence in America, black religious and political
leaders can help their African brethren as Joseph helped the Israelites. Whatever challenges
Africans face today, they could be much worse without the voices of African Americans,
influential and powerful enough to speak and act on behalf of the continent.”40IS THERE A



GOD WHO JUDGES NATIONS?President Abraham Lincoln believed in a God fully capable of
inflicting punishment for national sins. In 1863, he declared a national fast, imploring the people
with these words: “inso much as we know that, by His divine law, nations like individuals are
subjected to punishments and chastisements in this world, may we justly fear that the awful
calamity of civil war, which now desolates the land, may be a punishment, inflicted upon us, for
our presumptuous sins, to the needful end of our national reformation of the whole People?”41In
his second inaugural address, Lincoln declared, “Fervently do we pray that this mighty scourge
of war may speedily pass away. Yet, if God wills that it continue until all the wealth piled by the
bondsman’s two hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop of
blood drawn with the lash shall be paid by another drawn with the sword, as was said three
thousand years ago, so still it must be said ‘the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous
altogether.’”42In 1820, Thomas Jefferson labeled the division of America over slavery as a
“momentous question, [that] like a fireball in the night, awakened and filled me with terror.”43
More than six hundred thousand American soldiers, as well as many civilians, died during the
Civil War in what remains the nation’s bloodiest conflict.Historian Stephen Keillor, who has
written about God’s judgment of nations, points out that much of the Old Testament describes
God’s judgment of nations, and there is nothing in the New Testament that indicates that God
has ended this practice.44 Among the people destroyed because of their sins were those in
Sodom and Gomorrah, Nineveh, Tyre, and Sidon. God stripped the Canaanite people of their
lands because of their detestable behaviors, which he forbade Israel to emulate.Keillor raises
the possibility that the 9/11 attack that killed nearly three thousand Americans might be an act of
judgment against the United States.45 Mark Noll’s foreword provides an excellent summary and
analysis of Keillor’s thesis.46 Keillor points out that it is well established that Islamic terrorists
have given the following reasons for their jihad against America: US support for globalization and
free trade, which enriched the West while harming less-developed nations; the exportation from
the United States of morally decadent values and perverted notions of sexuality; and America’s
foreign policy toward the Middle East, with its long record of supporting Israel. Keillor reasons
that if God is holy, he is angered by America’s exploitation of the poor and our promotion of
values and behaviors the Bible condemns. When American leaders endorse behaviors
condemned by the Judeo-Christian Bible, they stand as representatives of a Christian nation.
Members of other nations equate their attitudes with Christianity and with the attitudes of
missionaries working around the world to spread the Christian gospel.Much of the Old
Testament describes God’s judgment of nations, and there is nothing in the New Testament that
indicates that God has ended this practice.America often appears to thumb its nose at biblical
teachings while remaining under the guise of being a Christian nation. This practice seemingly
invites God’s judgment. Pagan nations became the instruments of God’s judgment of ancient
Israel; therefore, Keillor raises the question, “Why wouldn’t God use Islamic terrorists to remind
Westerners of the gospel’s high moral standards? In other words, apostasy in Scripture is a
communal as well as personal problem and the West, in Christian terms, looks apostate.”47THE



PRINCIPLE OF SOWING AND REAPINGThe Old Testament book of Deuteronomy guaranteed
that the Israelites would receive blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience. Many
“prosperity preachers” and televangelists enthrall audiences by focusing on the blessings.
However, Scripture clearly presents curses for willful disobedience. Deuteronomy 28:15–22
states:But if you will not obey the voice of the Lord your God or be careful to do all his
commandments and his statutes that I command you today, then all these curses shall come
upon you and overtake you. . . . The Lord will send on you curses, confusion, and frustration in all
that you undertake to do, until you are destroyed and perish quickly on account of the evil of your
deeds, because you have forsaken me. The Lord will make the pestilence stick to you until he
has consumed you off the land that you are entering to take possession of it. The Lord will strike
you with wasting disease and with fever, inflammation and fiery heat, and with drought and with
blight and with mildew. They shall pursue you until you perish.According to the passage in
Deuteronomy, a nation that rebels against God will not thrive. Its people will suffer ill health, and
natural disasters will strike the land. Its ventures will not prosper. Until recent decades, America
has prospered. But the twenty-first century finds us dealing with incurable diseases such as HIV/
AIDS, deadly cancers, the reemergence of tuberculosis and leprosy, Ebola, swine flu, and
penicillin-resistant sexual diseases. We are being confronted with numerous natural disasters
and freak weather patterns. Could some of these occurrences be related to our decision to reject
biblical injunctions against abortion, greed, homosexuality, fornication, and adultery?Has our
behavior brought God’s judgment upon America in the form of the curses spelled out in
Deuteronomy 28? While the words of this passage were originally spoken to ancient Israel, they
are still significant for a nation that portrays itself as Christian and whose Founding Fathers
included men seeking a lasting covenant that would bring blessings to themselves and future
generations.Today, politically correct Americans—both leaders and citizens— mock and turn
their backs on the God of the Bible. Christians have allowed nonbelievers and secularists to
persuade them to place their God on an equal status with the gods of other nations and to blend
religious practices with interfaith chapels and retreat symbols, a practice that runs counter to
biblical warnings about apostasy and the worship of other deities. This takes place at retreat
centers and functions where non-Christian religious leaders share the same worship space as
Christians. The God of the Bible would no doubt reject the argument of one-God-many-paths
associated most prominently with the new age movement.Deuteronomy 28:43–44 seemingly
speaks to our financial dependence on foreign nations and our failure to control our borders:
“The sojourner [foreigner] who is among you shall rise higher and higher above you, and you
shall come down lower and lower. He shall lend to you, and you shall not lend to him. He shall be
the head, and you shall be the tail.”As of March 10, 2011, the US government owed more than
$14 trillion and, of course, the clock is ticking.48 The national debt consists of the direct
liabilities of the United States government. Foreign governments and investors own or control a
significant proportion of the US economy and infrastructure, and China has become our biggest
lender. Our dependence has become so great that our leaders have been reluctant to press



China about its horrible human rights record. China has the power to destroy our struggling
economy. Secretary of state Hillary Clinton has said that China’s human rights record is a
secondary concern to the United States.49 Signaling to the world that China was on equal
footing with the United States, in January 2011 President Obama hosted a state dinner for
China’s president Hu Jintao and allowed the US flag to fly alongside the flag of communist
China.50A 2006 USA Today article illustrates the enormous influence of foreign investment.
According to the article, “more than half of US debt available for public purchase . . . [was] held
by foreigners, according to the Treasury Department.”51 In 2005, foreigners owned $2.2 trillion
in US Treasury securities out of a total of $4 trillion of privately held US debt. The biggest holders
were the Japanese, who owned $685 billion of Treasury securities. Airlines, energy sources, toll
roads, telecommunications, drinking water, waste services, and rail systems are largely
dependent on foreign investment.52Clearly, we are living in tumultuous times. What impact, if
any, could America’s broken vows and forgotten covenants have on our safety at home and
abroad? Could broken vows affect our ability to win wars with other nations and even put our
personal freedoms at risk? Deuteronomy 28:49–50 speaks to these matters as well: “The Lord
will bring a nation against you from far away, from the end of the earth, swooping down like the
eagle, a nation whose language you do not understand, a hard-faced nation who shall not
respect the old or show mercy to the young.”China and Iran are internationally recognized for
their appalling human rights records.53 Most Americans would be shocked at the idea of the
United States becoming subjugated to one of these nations. Yet, if God has historically dealt with
the sin of nations by allowing subjugation by their enemies, then we, too, risk punishment at the
hands of our adversaries.What impact, if any, could America’s broken vows and forgotten
covenants have on our safety at home and abroad?Finally, Americans could be vulnerable for
judgment because of our country’s treatment of the Jewish people. Many Christians believe that
Israel stands in a unique relationship with God and take seriously God’s words in Genesis 12:3,
referring to Abraham: “I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse,
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” These Christians believe that Israel is
not just another nation; therefore, some argue that a direct correlation exists between America’s
treatment of Israel and the resulting natural disasters in our country. According to this view,
America suffers when we turn our backs on the descendants of Abraham—the modern-day
Jews who occupy the biblical Holy Land.54Herein lies a major dilemma for liberal and
conservative Christians: if God does not change his Word, then consequences inevitably flow
from individual and collective decisions. Either Israel is like any other nation, or it is special. If
Israel is special, then how we treat the nation matters. If how we treat Israel matters, then
America suffers when it makes the wrong decisions about intervention in affairs in the Middle
East. Obviously, we will never know with certainty whether any given terrorist attack or natural
disaster is linked to national decisions regarding treatment of Israel. But it is only wise to ponder
and ask ourselves, “Is America, like ancient Israel, reaping the consequences of choices our
leaders have made on the part of We the People? And what consequences remain to be



seen?”PRESENT REALITIES IN SECULAR BANS AGAINST RELIGIOUS REASONINGA
foundational principle of academia is that religion is a private matter, never to be discussed in
the public square. Citing Scripture and other religious texts is out of bounds—even though it is
permissible for politicians or other public figures to quote their favorite philosophers, educational
experts, rock stars, or new age gurus. In 1984, Richard John Neuhaus wrote about this troubling
trend in his seminal book The Naked Public Square.55 Of course, this taboo against Scripture
advantages the cultural elite, connoting by its very existence the correctness of their ideas and
the backwardness of ours. This view is exemplified in an opinion piece that US labor secretary
Robert Reich published before the 2004 elections:The underlying battle will be between modern
civilization and antimodernist fanatics; between those who believe in the primacy of the
individual and those who believe human beings owe blind allegiance to a higher authority;
between those who give authority to life in this world and those who believe that human life is no
more than preparation for an existence beyond life; between those who believe truth is revealed
solely through scripture and religious dogma, and those who rely primarily on science, reason,
and logic.56As long as the overwhelming majority of Americans define themselves as
Christians, the marketplace of public dialogue, opinion, and debate is an appropriate forum for
Scripture and religious reasoning, cited alongside scientific, philosophical, and other forms of
knowledge. Law professor Steven D. Smith argues that public discourse needs to be freed from
the constraints imposed on it by secularists. According to Smith, the demand that arguments
avoid religious reasoning results in a secular vocabulary “too truncated to express the full range
of values, intuitions, commitments or convictions” necessary for addressing common
interests.57 Unable to use religious language and hemmed in by their own rules, Smith argues
that secularists smuggle in religious concepts but call them by other names, such as liberty,
freedom, or equality. This, Smith says, creates a “secular cage.”As long as the overwhelming
majority of Americans define themselves as Christians, the marketplace of public dialogue,
opinion, and debate is an appropriate forum for Scripture and religious reasoning.In order for
genuine public discourse to exist in America, we must create intellectual and political spaces
where people can offer religious reasoning and scriptural proofs that undergird their deepest
values. These values connect Americans today with the hopes and aspirations held by the
Founding Fathers, who envisioned a society with an unswerving commitment to virtue and
justice. Our forebears balanced a commitment to virtue and justice with a deep awareness of the
moral conflict that lies at the heart of humanity. In doing so, they forged a nation unlike any other
—with a deep sense of reverence for the human spirit, yet deferential to the God who weighs the
affairs of men.ACTION POINTS1. Read the Declaration of Independence and the US
Constitution (Appendices B and D). What do these documents tell us about the wisdom and
insights of the Founding Fathers?2. Read Joel J. Miller and Kristen Parrish’s The Portable
Patriot: Documents, Speeches, and Sermons That Compose the Soul of America (Nashville:
Thomas Nelson, 2010).3. Meet with other Bible believers to discuss specific ways and actions
that might help return our nation to its Judeo-Christian roots.4. Read and discuss the Be the



People questions for chapter 2, posted at .CHAPTER 3 ABORTION’S FRAGILE
FACADEAbortion is the greatest destroyer of peace, because we are able to destroy the life that
is given by God. If a mother can become the murderer of her children, what can we say about
other kinds of murders and wars in the world? Abortion is the source of the evils in the world.—
MOTHER TERESA1Abortion is a blessing and our work is not done. Let me hear you say it:
abortion is a blessing and our work is not done.—REV. KATHERINE HANCOCK
RAGSDALE,PRESIDENT OF EPISCOPAL DIVINITY SCHOOL2THE CENTER FOR BIO-
ETHICAL REFORM ESTIMATES THAT 43 PERCENT OF all women will have at least one
abortion by the time they reach forty-five years of age, and of these women, 47 percent will have
more than one.3 Abortion can become an addiction. It certainly did for Irene Vilar, a Latina
mother of two who wrote a memoir about having had fifteen abortions in sixteen years, many of
them while she was married.4 In contemporary America, abortion on demand has become an
entitlement sometimes subsidized directly or indirectly by state and federal dollars that are often
funneled through Planned Parenthood. Because our tax dollars help underwrite the cost of
abortions, it behooves us to ponder whether the practice is the source of evil decried by Mother
Teresa or the blessing embraced by Rev. Ragsdale.Mother Teresa is no longer alive to
perpetuate and defend her view, but Rev. Ragsdale has the ear of thousands of young people
training to become leaders in liberal Christian churches. Millions of people around the world
consider Mother Teresa a saint because of her dedication to life and her ministry to Calcutta’s
poorest of the poor. Rev. Ragsdale views sainthood from a starkly different perspective; she
believes that saints are those involved in the advancement of abortion—the ending of life—work
she defines as “holy.” According to Rev. Ragsdale, abortion is always a blessing and never a sin.
It is a blessing, she says, whena woman wants a child but can’t afford one because she hasn’t
the education necessary for a sustainable job, or access to health care, or day care, or adequate
food . . . And when a woman becomes pregnant within a loving, supportive, respectful
relationship; has every option open to her; decides she does not wish to bear a child; and has
access to a safe, affordable abortion—there is not a tragedy in sight—only blessing. The ability
to enjoy God’s good gift of sexuality without compromising one’s education, life’s work, or ability
to put to use God’s gifts and call is simply blessing.5Rev. Ragsdale uses the authority of her
office to absolve troubled consciences and promote her unorthodox views, which are not limited
to abortion. She denounces many tenets of the traditional Christian faith, raising questions about
the death, resurrection, and atonement of Jesus Christ, which lie at the heart of the gospel. The
head of a Boston-area seminary charged with training the next generation of theologically liberal
Episcopalian priests, she is an outspoken and proud lesbian. She states that her sexual
orientation was freely chosen: “Who would choose this? Let me answer that with three words,
‘Me! Me! Me! In a New York minute! Me!’”6DOGMATICALLY DECEIVEDRev. Ragsdale
embodies the theological decline of America’s religious leaders and the distance they have
strayed from the biblical understanding of previous generations of educated Americans. Not only
is Rev. Ragsdale deceived, but she is positioned to deceive others. Ironically, her pulpit stands in



the city where John Winthrop warned his fellow Puritans that the eyes of the world would be
watching their “city upon a hill”: “We shall be made a story and a by-word throughout the world.
We shall open the mouths of enemies to speak evil of the ways of God . . . We shall shame the
faces of many of God’s worthy servants, and cause their prayers to be turned into curses upon
us til we be consumed out of the good land whither we are a-going.”7In 2 Timothy 3:6–7, the
apostle Paul spoke of “weak women, burdened with sins and led astray by various passions,
always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth.” In Rev. Katherine
Ragsdale’s words, we see the kind of deceit of many religious leaders across our nation who
compromise moral principles and teach theologies directly opposed to the Bible. She is both a
victim and a perpetrator of deception.The apostle Paul prophesied in 1 Timothy 4:1–2 that “in
later times some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and
teachings of demons, through the insincerity of liars whose consciences are seared.” A seared
conscience is one that has been violated so many times that the violator can no longer discern
right from wrong. Any sensitivity to God’s voice and to the standard to which he calls believers is
lost. Once a conscience is seared, it is no longer of much use. J. Budziszewski argues, “If the law
written on the heart can be repressed, then we cannot count on it to restrain us from doing
wrong; that much is obvious . . . repressing it hurls us into further wrong. Holding conscience
down does not deprive us of its force; it merely distorts and redirects that force.”8ABORTION
PROCEDURESAbortions can be the result of deliberation and decision, or they can occur
spontaneously in miscarriages. A woman who experiences the spontaneous loss of a child
through miscarriage might tell friends or family, “I lost my baby.” If her pregnancy is developing
normally, she will tell someone, “I’m going to have a baby.” However, when an abortion is
deliberately induced because of unwanted conception, people dehumanize the life in the womb
by referring to it as a “fetus.” Interestingly, a pregnant woman who wants her child does not refer
to the life in her womb as a fetus. She calls it a baby.Medical personnel use various techniques
to terminate pregnancies, sometimes by the violent removal of a developing baby before the
unborn child can survive outside the mother’s womb.9 Several different abortion procedures
exist. One of the most common forms of abortion is RU-486, a three-pill prescription regimen
administered for two days to several weeks to complete the abortive process.10 The FDA
describes Ella, the most recent abortion pill, as a five-day contraceptive.11 However, its
opponents point out that it can cause the spontaneous abortion of a fertilized egg.12 Another
common abortive method during the first trimester is “manual vacuum aspiration,” which uses a
syringe or electric vacuum to suck out the contents of the womb. In the second trimester,
abortion procedures include “dilation and curettage” (D&C), in which the baby is dismembered
and removed limb by limb; injection of drugs or saline solution into the amniotic fluid to cause the
woman’s body to expel the unborn child; and the most gruesome procedure of all, “partial-birth
abortion.”When an abortion is deliberately induced because of unwanted conception, people
dehumanize the life in the womb by referring to it as a “ fetus.” Interestingly, a pregnant woman
who wants her child . . . calls it a baby.
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Shannon, “Courageous, Positive, and Encouraging. I ordered this book because I've watched
Dr. Carol Swain on several videos and she's an amazing woman with a wonderful story. I want
THIS America that she's writing about. I wanted to read something positive. I'm tired of all the
hatred coming from the media, Hollywood, and too many in the government trying to divide us.
My advice: TURN OFF THE NEWS AND SOCIAL MEDIA AND READ THIS BOOK.”

TC, “Thorough and very technical. Very good book but has a lot of quotes and references.
Overall this is good I regards to backing up with evidence, but it makes the book very meaty and
not one you can move through quickly. Reads like a University textbook.”

S. Fisher, “Truth: Impressive, Well Written, Easy to Read. Carol Swain tells it like it is. Her logic is
impeccable. She is an amazing woman whose credentials and personal background give her
credibility that most people simply can't equal. This book should be on every high school and
college reading list.”

Mike Gallo, “This Nation must heed the call to "Be the People".. We as a nation are at a
crossroads and Dr. Swain is pointing us in the right direction. She address the most important
issues of our times with clearity and Faith!”

R. Christensen, “Wake Up People!. Be the People is a powerful call to action to the "78 percent
of Americans who profess a belief in the Judeo-Christian God" to Wake Up! It's also a thoughtful
series of constructive directions for public policy to enhance the quest for greater truthfulness
and justice in modern society in areas as diverse and controversial as the family, immigration,
national soverignty, race, racism and racial politics. This is one very bold woman! She tackles
all of the tough issues with compassion and clarity based in a deeply Biblical worldview.A well-
researched book with tons of references, it is both easy and compelling to read. I personally
was shocked and convicted while reading her analysis of Broken Vows - how as a nation we are
forsaking what we once knew - and what she sees as almost the natural consequences of a
nation turning against God. She writes of the Puritan belief in America as a covenant nation and
how that led to the imperialistic Manifest Destiny notion. She asks "Is there still a God who
judges nations?" - and, shockingly, answers not only "Yes" but that (just maybe) the Jihad
attacks of 9/11 were aspects of God's judgement. Just as shockingly, she quotes Keith
Richburg of the Washington Post, standing on a bridge in Somalia, watching corpses float by,
and thanking God that his ancestors were lucky enough to be captured by a slave trader, to
endure the horrific voyage and decades of slavery, so that he might now be standing on the
bridge rather than floating under it. Being a Black American is a blessing as compared to living in
Somalia (that probably doesn't go over very well in the faculty lounge).In the chapter "America'S
Religious Roots" she takes on Kramnick and Moore, who wrote in "The Godless Constitution",



"God and Christianity are nowhere to be found in the Constitution, a reality that infuriated many
at the time. The U. S. Constitution drafted in 1787 and ratified in 1788, is a godless document.
Its utter neglect of religion was no oversight; it was apparent to all." With careful historical
analysis, Dr. Swain refutes this claim and demonstrates that the primary issues of the time
involved the establishment of a state religion (such as England's Anglican Church, or Germany's
Lutheran church), and that the founders created a "secular" state in which all religions were free
to express themselves, but which (it was a unanimous assumption and belief) actually required
religion and morality among the citizens as well as elected officials.The freedom OF religion, not
the elimination of religion from the public square, was clearly the intent of the First Amendment.
Dr. Swain quotes Superme Court Justice Joseph Story II (1883) "The real object of the
amendment was, not to countenance, much less to advance Mahometanism, or Judaism, or
infidelity, by prostrating Christianity; but to exclude all rivalry among Christian sects, and to
prevent any national ecclesiastical establishment, which should give to a hierarchy the exclusive
patronage of the national government. It thus cut off the means of religious persecution (the vice
and pest of former ages) and of the subversion of the rights of conscience in matters of religion,
which had been trampled upon almost from the days of the Apostles to the present age."She
concludes this chapter with the ironic observation that "The removal of prayer from public
classrooms across the nation censored the name of God in America's educational institutions
and eroded an important foundation for teaching virtue and morality to America's youth. This is
the same God whose name was emblazoned on our public buildings and our nation's currency
and who continued to be publicly invoked for blessing by our nation's politicans."On abortion,
the nuclear family, gay marriage, immigration and racism, Carol Swain presents the prevailing
Politically Correct position and, as you would expect from a professor of Law, marshalls
evidence, facts and logic to make her case for a more informed position that is grounded in
reality rather than wishful thinking or discredited myths. Her arguments on immigration reform
and immigration policy are excellent - a model for both sides of the debate (as Carol would say, if
only they would open their minds to reasonable debate instead of loud propaganda, slander,
and sound-bytes).As you can tell, I enjoyed the book. It challenged my thinking in many areas
(especially immigration reform) and clarified issues that we hear about every day, during this
another heated election cycle.”

Atisa, “Must Read. Fantastic & informative book!”

Texan Roger, “Dynamite for the radical left. The media has kept us in the dark”

Timothy S. Reasoner, “Great read.. The book is great. Had a chance to meet Dr. Swain, couldn’t
find my hard copy so I bought this paperback. I hadn’t opened this until I asked Dr. Swain to sign
it. That’s when we both discovered half of the appendix and index were bound at the beginning
of the book. The title page where she signed is about forty pages past the front cover.”
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